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UNCLAS TAIPEI 03021 

USICA 

USICA FOR EA 
SECSTATE FOR EA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION ICA TAICHUNG TAINAN CLOSURE 

1 . FOLLOWING FULL TEXT OF CHINA NEWS (ENGLISH-LANGUAGE; 

20,000) MAY 13, 1978 NEWS STORY ON THE CLOSING OF ICA 
TAINAN AND TAICHUNG: 

2. AMERICAN LEGIONNAIRES PROTEST LIBRARY CLOSURES. 

GEN. CLAIRE L. CHENNAULT POST 49 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
HAS JOINTED (SIC) THE PROTEST OVER THE SCHEDULED SHUTTING 
DOWN OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION AGENCY'S LIBRARIES 
AT TAINAN AND TAICHUNG. 

- E. KIRK HENDERSON, THE POST COMMANDER, REGISTERED HIS 
PROTEST IN A LETTER ADDRESSED TO ROBERT CHARLES SMITH, 

THE LEGION'S NATIONWL COMMANDER. 

- FULL TEXT OF THE LETTER READS : 

- IT WAS ANNOUNCED RECENTLY THAT THE INTERNATIONAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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COMMUNICATION AGENCY (FORMERLY USIS) WILL CLOSE THE 
LIBRARIES AT TAINAN AND TAICHUNG, TAIWAN, ROC. THE 
REASON GIVEN WAS BUDGETARY PROBLEMS. 

- ACCORDING TO CURRENT NEWS STORIES AND EDITORIAL 
COMMENT, THE CLOSING IS POLITICAL. IF THIS BE THE CASE 
I TRUST THAT THE AMERICAN LEGION WILL "DARE TO CARE" 
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ENOUGH TO MAKE A STRONG PROTEST. 

- IF THE ADMINISTRATION IS ALLOWED TO KEEP GRADUALLY 
REMOVING THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE UNITED STATES WE CITIZENS, WE 
WILL HAVE LOST OUR BATTLE WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT HAPPENED 
TO US. 

SINCE THE AMERICAN LEGION IS ON RECORD IN ITS SUPPORT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA, I FEEL I WOULD BE REMISS IF YOU 
WERE NOT MADE AWARE OF CURRENT ACTIONS WHICH COULD 
ALIENATE SOME OF OUR FRIENDS. 

- I AM ENCLOSING COPIES OF RECENT NEWS STORIES FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION. 

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. 

SINCERELY, E. KIRK HENDERSON, POST COMMANDER. AYERS 
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